Is God Politically Correct?

A certain segment of the American population has succeeded in perpetrating the notion of “political correctness” (PC) across a
broad base of society. This ideology has infiltrated politics, education, and religion. While touted as a manifestation of
“compassion” and “respect” for those with whom one disagrees, the fact is that PC seeks to silence any expression of disagree-
ment that is not in line with its covert agenda.

What, specifically, is PC? A working definition would be the belief that we should avoid language and actions that could be
offensive to others, especially those relating to gender and race. For example, the word “fireman” is considered to be a “sexist”
term that slights women; the politically correct term would be “firefighter.” Those who embrace PC seek to avoid any forms of
expression or action that might be perceived to “exclude,” “marginalize,” or insult any group that is deemed “socially disad-
vantaged” or discriminated against. Hence, the PC advocate constantly uses terms like “inclusion,” “tolerance,” and
“multiculturalism.”

Observe that the term “offensive” refers to the subjective feelings of the individual who deems the term to be hurtful. This defi-
nition implies that no objective standard exists by which all conduct, language, and behavior are to be measured. However, the
fact is that if there is a God, and He is the God described on the pages of the Bible, then the only standard by which human
conduct may be measured and evaluated legitimately is by the Word of God and the Christian moral framework depicted with-
in its pages. If there is no objective, higher standard that transcends human opinions and to which all humans are amenable,
then who is to say what is politically correct? Who can authoritatively define “compassion” and “offensive”? Suddenly, all of
society is thrown into a confused hodge-podge of conflicting views on proper speech and behavior. Each person becomes a law
unto himself and what offends one person is deemed by another as appropriate and valid.

Hence, PC is driven by two foundational presuppositions: (1) since no absolute truth exists, every person’s views are to be con-
sidered as equally valid and steps should be taken to facilitate his views and silence all those who disagree; and (2) the beliefs,
values, and moral precepts of Christianity are to be rejected and aggressively opposed. This latter assumption explains why the
PC people are so accommodating to the encroachment of Islam into American institutions (though Islam is categorically op-
posed to PC and those who promote it). It also accounts for the open and widespread hostility that exists in the media, Holly-
wood, and among liberal politicians against Christian morality. Even as Amos described his contemporaries in their quest to
silence his righteous pleadings: “They hate the one who rebukes in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks upright-
ly” (Amos 5:10). In their campaign to banish “hate speech,” the PC proponent is hypocritically guilty of the same. The solution?
“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good” (Romans 12:9).

Have Americans, and even Christians, become so accustomed to the moral filth that is rampant across the nation that they no
longer blush or possess the same revulsion that God Himself possesses? (Jeremiah 6:15; 8:12). Can we no longer identify with
the psalmist when he said: “I hate and abhor lying, but | love Your law” (Psalm 119:163, emp. added)? The words of Proverbs
24:24-25 are extremely apropos: “He who says to the wicked, ‘You are righteous,” him the people will curse; nations will abhor
him. But those who rebuke the wicked will have delight, and a good blessing will come upon them.”

Rather than being caught up in the PC atmosphere of our day, Christians would do well to breathe in the Spirit of God by
adopting the disposition, attitude, and thinking of Him who sits upon the throne: “[T]he cowardly, unbelieving, abominable,
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brim-
stone, which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8). Such forthright expressions arise from the very nature and character of
deity. We would do well to adopt the same perspective, and approach our current moral and spiritual confusion with a firm
reliance on the example of God. Indeed, Americans desperately need to reacquaint themselves with the God of the Bible. Fail-
ure to do so will inevitably result in national crisis and reproach— “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any
people” (Proverbs 14:34).
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